CURRENT COMBAT ZONES (CZ) AND 

QUALIFIED HAZARDOUS DUTY AREAS (QHDA)

As of 10 February 2004
For each of the areas described below, the CZ or QHDA includes the land and sea areas described and the airspace above them.

1)  Arabian Peninsula CZ (OPERATION DESERT STORM) - Designated by Executive Order 12744, 21 January 1991, covering the Persian Gulf; Red Sea; Gulf of Oman; Gulf of Aden; that portion of the Arabian Sea that lies north of 10 degrees north latitude and west of 68 degrees east longitude; and the total land areas of Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates.

2)  Bosnia, Herzegovina, Croatia, and Macedonia QHDA (OPERATION JOINT FORGE) - Legislatively designated by Public Law 104-117 in 1996.

3)  Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia/Montenegro) and Albania CZ (OPERATION ALLIED FORCE) - Designated by Executive Order 13119, 13 April 1999, covering the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia/Montenegro), Albania, the Adriatic Sea, and the Ionian Sea north of the 39th parallel.

4)  Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia/Montenegro) and Albania QHDA (OPERATION ALLIED FORCE) - Legislatively designated by Public Law 106-21, with an effective date of 24 March 1999, covering the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia/Montenegro), Albania, the Adriatic Sea, and the Ionian Sea north of the 39th parallel.  This QHDA provides the same tax benefits as the CZ for the same area described immediately above with one notable exception - members performing services outside the QHDA but still a part of OPERATION ALLIED FORCE qualify for suspension of time to file returns and take other actions pertaining to income taxes during periods in which they are not paid hostile fire pay or imminent danger pay provided the services occurred outside the United States and while deployed away from the members’ permanent duty station.

5)  Afghanistan CZ (OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM) - Designated by Executive Order 13239, dated 14 December 2001, covering the following areas:

(a)  Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Jordan (effective 19 September 2001); 

(b)  Kyrgystan and Uzbekistan (effective 1 October 2001 because personnel deployed to these locations were not eligible for imminent danger pay in September 2001);

(c)  Personnel deployed to Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, in support of OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM (effective 21 September 2001);

(d)  Yemen (effective 10 April 2002);

(e)  Philippines:  On 31 October 2002, all military personnel deployed to the Philippines in conjunction with OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM became eligible for combat zone income exclusion and tax return filing extension benefits due to their service in direct support of military operations in the Afghanistan CZ with an effective date of 9 January 2002; and 

(f)  Djibouti:  On 21 November 2002, all military personnel in Djibouti became eligible for combat zone income exclusion and tax return filing extension benefits due to their service in direct support of military operations in Afghanistan with an effective date of 1 July 2002.

6)  OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM - With the Arabian Peninsula CZ described at paragraph 1 above still effective, all personnel serving in those locations continue to receive combat zone tax benefits.  Personnel in three additional areas qualify for combat zone tax benefits due to their service in direct support of military operations in the Arabian Peninsula CZ.  Those areas are:


(a)  Turkey (effective 1 Jan 03);


(b)  Israel (effective 1 Jan 03);


(c)  Personnel deployed to water areas of the Eastern Mediterranean Sea east of  30 degrees east longitude in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (effective as of    11 Apr 03 since personnel in this area did not become eligible for imminent danger pay until that date).

NOTE:  In a policy message entitled “EUCOM Policy on Eligibility for Combat Zone Tax Relief (CZTR) for Turkey and Israel,” dated 18 Apr 03, EUCOM states “Deployed military personnel in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF) to either Turkey or Israel and all permanently assigned military personnel (i.e., Ankara, Izmir, Incirlik) stationed in either Turkey or Israel are eligible for all combat zone related tax benefits due to their service in direct support of military operations in the Arabian Peninsula Combat Zone…”  The message adds that EUCOM will request the Office of the Secretary of Defense “terminate eligibility for all permanently assigned units/personnel NLT 30 Oct 2003 unless circumstances otherwise warrant.”
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