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This month marks the 39th 
anniversary of the official dedi­
cation of Arnold Engineering 
Development Center. AEDC 
owes its humble beginning to 
hundreds of people. One of 
these people Col. Harry Living­
ston, USAF Ret., who ,was the 
fifth Air Force officer to be as­
signed at AEDC. Livingston re­
cently returned to Middle Ten­
nessee and toured the Center. 

Livingston recalled that on 
June 4, 1951 General Carroll , 
first commander of AEDC, re­
ceived word that President Harry 
S. Truman accepted the invita­
tion to pre~ide over the dedica­
tion ceremonies on June 25, the 
day that would have been Hap 
Arnold's 65th birthday. The ac­
ceptance of this invitation put 
the wheels in motion for an elabo­
rate project. 

AEDC was a tremendous 
undertaking from the begining. 
And people like Colonel living­
ston were here when the first 
pieces of equipment arrived in 
Tullahoma. Livingston was as­
~igned to Northern Field in Tulla­
homa. 

During the Center's dedica­
tion President Harry S. Truman 
unveiled the plaque, which' is 
now in the front of the A&E build­
ing, Livingston said "I remember 
the day the Center opened, just 
like it was yesterday." 

"We dedicated the Center on 
June 25, 1951 over in that ware­
house and I had designed that 
cover for that rock (dedication 
plaque) for Mrs. Arnold to un­
veil. The day before it did not 
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workl But luckily on that day it 
worked when it should.," said 
Livingston. 

Uvingston was amazed at how 
much AEDC had grown in 40 
years. Walking through the 
Engine Test Facility, and looking 
into the engine test cell T-2, which 
was part of the original equip­
ment from Germany, Livingston 
recalled, "I remember the exca­
vation of ETF and how much dirt 
that had to be removed." 

"All the equipment used to 
constructAEDC in the early days 
came from Germany at the end 
of World War II. The complete 
Bavarian Motor Works (BMW) 
plant, together with parts intended 
for expansion, was allocated to 
the Army Air Forces by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and shipped to 
the United States and stored until 
AEDC was approved," said liv­
ingston. 

The equipment was stored in 
many locations across the United 
States, from Calif. to Ala. "We 
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had so many ..,"',""o .. ;~ 
said. "Over 38 
of this equipment. 
place chalk marks 
the hangar at 
locate and organize 
ing Shipments," he 

Much has ,."' ... "' .... , 
in over 40 years. 
has not changed is 
the founding ~o~t .. "" ... 

" I am proud ofthe 
AEDC, and even 
what the Center 
plished over the past 
Livingston said. 

Construction of 
and modifications on 
proceeded almost 
since the first spade 
turned on the old 
reservation. While 
came on line, AEDC 
and craftsmen ""' .... ; .... 
for more efficient 
niques, resulting in the' 
testing center in the natiGn'", 

Col. Harry Uvingston, right, and Olin W. Bryant, General 
Paducah Power System, Kentucky toured AEDC recently. 
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